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must have the right to dispose of hospital staff as
seemed good to him, but Florence felt that her
position would be intolerable If her authority
were to be successfully challenged In such a way.
Mother Bridgeman, the Roman Catholic mm In
charge of the nurses at the Genera! Hospital
a woman who                 one of Florence's most
valuable assistants, supported Sir John Hall,
Florence's  right  to  Interfere  with  the
arrangement*
Florerxe demanded satisfaction from the authori-
ties at home.   The Government she wrote,
promised her authority, but had sacrificed her
to her enemies,   During the whole                 she
a victim of calumny and           mis-
representation, and she would no longer bear the
attacks In silence* Let the country             the
question In dispute. In a stinging letter, she
insisted that, in justice to her, Sidney Herbert
should move for papers in the House of Commons
so that Parliairient could decide whether or
the officials had served England well.